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|tcfo (tnglanb Solders’ 'iUIitf ^ssonatioir. 

FINAL REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

The labors of this Association, which was organized on the 9th 

of April, 1862, in the hope of mitigating the hardships of the sol¬ 

diers lot, are now, by the return of peace, and the dissolution of 

1 the principal armies of the Republic, happily ended. Having 

sent the last wounded soldier who needed our aid, rejoicing on 

his homeward way, and finally closed the doors of our hospital, 

we resign into the hands which conferred them upon us, the re¬ 

sponsible trusts we have undertaken to discharge, and we respect¬ 

fully tender to those whose constant and lavish charity has made 

our labors efficient, a final account of our stewardship. 

Where such an infinite amount of service was to be done, we 

could not expect to accomplish all that we might wish or that 

might be demanded of us; and if those who have placed in our 

hands the means of usefulness shall be satisfied that we have done 

all that we could, we shall cease from our labors with grateful 

hearts, and seek no other praise than that which springs from the 

recollection of the incalculable good which their generous bounty 

has enabled us to do. 

The first efforts of the New England Soldiers’ Relief Associa- 

tion were directed to meeting and supplying, if possible, the im¬ 

perative need of a hospital for sick and wounded soldiers in this 

great metropolis. They came here crowding back from the battle¬ 

field wounded, sick, weary, suffering. For a time the Govern¬ 

ment of the United States gladly availed itself of our facilities 

for this service. Then, benefitting by its own experience, it so 

increased its means of usefulness that we were left to other de¬ 

partments of duty which the Government could not undertake— 

such as the care of soldiers discharged from service, often house¬ 

less, of soldiers on furlough, of soldiers passing to and from the 

war and in transit through New-York. In addition, we had to 

provide hospital shelter and care for wounded and sick men, who 
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Were constantly falling into our hands when the regular goverrT 

mental channels of relief were crowded and overworked. The 

work rapidly increased until, as our Association wras formed “ to 

aid and care for all sick and wounded soldiers passing through 

the City of New-York on the way to and from the war,” our 

efforts were extended to soldiers from every State. We have, 

therefore, been enabled to give shelter, comfort and cheer to thou¬ 

sands of men. This labor has taxed our resources to an extent, 

of which, in the beginning, we did not even dream. The vast and 

novel experience of the years through which we have just passed 

demanded far more than could be done by the constituted public 

authorities. To follow such armies as it put into the field, beyond 

the usual provision for ordinary expenses, or at most, beyond the 

most pressing need of sickness and disaster, wras not in its power. 

The love and sympathy of the people for whom these gallant men 

suffered was left to do the rest. To step in between the provision 

which official authority could make, and the eager readiness of 

personal affection, to hand over tenderly the- subject of disease 

and suffering from the one to the other, to supply the lack of 

home and love to those for whom no home and no love waited 

and watched, was left to the considerate wisdom, and the prompt 

and diligent kindness of hearts glowing with a generous patriot¬ 

ism and Christian devotion. To do this great work, the Yew 

England Soldiers’ Belief Association wras organized in April, 1862. 

A suitable building was provided, and the work placed in trust¬ 

worthy hands. I am sure that a concise statement of the duties 

this Association has performed, as the almoner of their bounty, 

cannot be wearisome or uninteresting to those whose liberal and 

unsparing charity has furnished the means of all its usefulness. 

From the 9th day of April, 1862, to the 1st day of September, 

1865, we have received, registered, lodged, fed, aided and clothed, 

sick, wTounded and disabled soldiers, coming from almost every 

State, to the number of 86,078. 

Maine. .11,330 Texas.,. 
New Hampshire. . 7,216 Ohio. . 2,523 
Vermont. . 5,420 Indiana.. . 1,514 
Massachusetts. .18,546 Illinois. 
Rhode Island.. . 2,655 Michigan. .. 442 
Connecticut. .. 5,451 Wisconsin. . 1,035 
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New-York. 

New Jersey. 
Ppnnsvl vs-i nin. 

.11,850 

. 1,253 

Delaware. . 391 
Maryland. . 285 
Dist. Columbia. . 334 
Virginia. . 189 
West Virginia. . 18 
North Carolina. 
South Carolina. . 46 
Georgia. . 50 
Alabama.... . 19 
Mississippi. . 625 
Louisiana. . 65 

Total. 

Minnesota. 
Florida. 
Iowa. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Arkansas. 
Missouri. 
Kansas . 

. 163 

. 10 
. . 219 
. 140 

20 
.... 6 

... . 5 
California. 31 
Vet. Res. Corps. .... 4.234 
U. S. Navy. 74 
U. S. Troops. . 2,097 
U S. Colored Troops... 509 

..,. 86,073 

We also received, welcomed and entertained New England regi¬ 

ments passing through, our city on the way to the field, caring and 

providing for their wants, to the aggregate number of 278,496 

men. In like manner it has been our privilege to welcome, of the 

returning veterans of our glorious armies, 84,388 men, bearing 

upon their standards the names of those memorable battlefields 

upon which they have won such immortal renown. 

The foregoing figures are made irrespective of detachments of 

men otherwise provided for, and of a very large number of out¬ 

side recipients, whose names do not appear upon our records, but 

who have, from time to time, received our aid. 

This does not include the regiments which have passed through 

the city from the States of Connecticut and Rhode Island, the 

care, reception and entertainment of which has devolved upon 

their energetic and able military agent, Col. John H. Almy, 

whose entire time has been so industriously devoted to their in¬ 

terests, and whose early and constant co operation with me has 

been of infinite value to the Association. 

AVe beg leave to call especial attention to our Hospital Record, 

the value of which will be evident upon a moment’s consideration. 

Herein we have secured and recorded, from personal visitations at 

the bedsides of our suffering soldiers in hospitals in and near this 

city, the names, company, regiment, residence, hospital, date of ad- 

mission, icound) disease and final disposition of every soldier who 

has been admitted within their wards. 

The countless inquiries that came to us from burdened hearts, 

and the eager, painful and often disappointed search for some single 
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sufferer, led us to the adoption of this complete and sj^stematic 

record, which has amply recompensed us. 

Of the labor and care bestowed upon this portion of our work, 

some estimate may be formed from the fact that it contains the 

names, regiments, company, residence, date of admission, wound or 

disease, and final disposition of 91,609 soldiers. They were from 

the following States: 

Maine.. . 5,123 Vet. Res. Corps. .... 1,326 
New Hampshire. . 3.103 Pris. of War. .... 3,007 
Vermont.. . 2,191 District of Columbia. ... . 39 
Massachusetts. N orth Carolina... . 35 
Rhode Island.. _ 1,174 South Carolina. . 43 
Connecticut.. . 3,920 Alabama. . 29 
New-York. .27,233 Louisiana. . 18 
New Jersey. . 7,300 Kentucky. . 157 
Pennsylvania. . 5,661 Tennessee.. . 35 
Delaware.. . . 143 Iowa. . 633 
Maryland.. . 369 Minnesota.. . 18 
Virginia.. . 97 Florida. . 4 
Ohio. Missouri. 
Indiana. .. Georgia. . 14 
Illinois. . 2.052 Mississippi. . 5 
Michigan. . 2,128 U. S. Colored Troops. .1,635 
Wisconsin.. . ] ,576 Signal Corps. . 25 
U. S. Troops.. . 3,013 Miscellaneous. . 524 

Total.91,609 

Thus, it will be perceived that, during the three years 

and four months this institution has been in operation, it 

has aided, lodged and generally provided for, within its 

walls, besides the numerous calls upon its resources for 

out-door relief, the large number of. 86,073 

And it will be seen by the footings of the “ General 

Hospital Register” of this Association, that the names, 

companies, regiments, residences, disease or wound, and 

final disposition of all soldiers, who have been admitted 

to hospitals in this city and vicinity, have been perma¬ 

nently and systematically recorded, to the number of .. 91,609 

The number of soldiers and regiments received and 

cared for, in their passage to the war. 278,496 

viz. : from Massachusetts.. ..  *155,234 

“ New Hampshire...   33,258 

“ Vermont ...  34^555 

“ Maine.  55^449 
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¥he number of soldiers received and entertained upon 

their return from the war.... 84,383 

The total number of sick, wounded, enfeebled, dis¬ 

charged, furloughed and passing soldiers aided and pro¬ 

vided for......... 490,661 

The gross amount of our expenditure during the above period, 

will be seen by reference to the report of Marvelle W. Cooper, Esq., 

our energetic Treasurer, whose hearty and sympathetic action has 

been so strongly enlisted for the welfare of the Association and 

its objects. 

Amount of Expenditures of the New England Sol¬ 

diers’ Relief Association from x\pril 9th, 1862, to its 

close, September 1st, 1865 (42 months) .$60,518.29 

Being an average per month of. 1,440.91 

In this connection it is my duty, as well as my pleasure, to 

acknowledge the attention of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 

throughout the war, to our interests, and their final action in as¬ 

suming the debts of the Association, amounting to seven thou¬ 

sand three hundred and seven dollars and four cents, $7,307.01. 

In this rapid review of the benefits which have been secured 

by this Association, we find that it has been to the passing sol¬ 

dier his “Mid-way Home,'1 to and from the battlefield, where he 

might tarry for a night, or wait until transportation could be fur¬ 

nished ; to the discharged veteran, weary, maimed and feeble, a 

place of refuge and shelter; to the homeless soldier an asylum 

where he has ever been made welcome to the charities it has dis¬ 

pensed until proper provision could be made for him, or until he 

has been called to that eternal rest which lies bej^ond this battle¬ 

field of life. 

To the anxious ones at home, it has been a central bureau of 

information, alwaj^s open to all inquiries, and a key and military 

guide to all matters concerning their interests. 

To mention all to whom we are specially indebted for their 

active sympathy and assistance in accomplishing these results, 

and to measure out to each his adequate portion of thanks, 

would be altogether impossible; but, not to make any dis¬ 

tinctions, we cannot close this Report, without placing upon 
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record in the most earnest manner, an acknowledgment of our 

constant obligations, to the Young Mens’ Night-Watchers’ Asso¬ 

ciation, R. B. Lockwood, Esq., President, who have maintained, 

during four entire years, their most commendable organization, 

and have never permitted a night to pass without two of their 

number watching, as faithful nurses, at the bedsides of our 

brave defenders. While writing my Report I -have received 

the sad intelligence of the death of the former estimable Pre¬ 

sident of this Association, Mr. Charles T. Coggeshall, who has 

passed to that rest, the pathway to which, he had done so 

much to smooth for many a sick and weary soldier in our 

rooms. To the benevolent and soldiers' relief societies, and 

to town and church organizations, and individuals in the 

Eastern States and New-York, our thanks are especially due. 

It is a matter of regret that the limits prescribed to this Report, 

render it impossible to make that detailed acknowledgment, 

which the tender charities and forethought of the donors deserve. 

This stream of charity has never ceased to flow. If ever our sup¬ 

plies have fallen short, it has required but a whisper of our needs, to 

bring a most substantial answer. To Mrs E. A. Russell, our Matron, 

also, we tender, on behalf of the many thousand sufferers, whom 

she has relieved, the fullest and warmest thanks-—the only limit 

to whose labor has been her prompt and sympathetic compliance 

with the demands her onerous and trying positions have imposed. 

Dr. Everett Herrick, too, deserves the special thanks of all who 

have been interested in our labors, for the unremitting care, and 

marked skill which he has exhibited in his attendance at 

the hospital. To S. E. Low, Esq., our former Treasurer, whose 

protracted absence from the city, last year, made his resignation 

necessary, the Association is indebted for the ability, prudence 

and systematic care with, which he so successfully managed our 

financial concerns, as well as for the hearty, zealous and earnest 

co-operation which he gave to all matters which appertained 

to the interests of the sick and wounded soldiers. To the 

Rev. Alex. R. Thompson, D. D., our Chaplain^ whose self-im¬ 

posed and efficient labors at the altar of our institution and 

whose devoted ministrations by the bedside of our sicl^ 



wounded and dying men, have won the love of all; and finally 

to the Ladies’ Committee, whose untiring labors have been 

only an illustration of that self-sacrificing devotion to the cause 

which has so marked and characterized the women of our 

country throughout the war, we tender the homage of our 

gratitude and honor. I cannot close this portion of my report 

without acknowledging in some feeble manner the opportune aid 

and counsel at all times so courteously rendered to this Associa¬ 

tion by Major-General John A. Dix, late Commanding Officer of 

this Department, in the midst of the multiplied and onerous 

duties of his position. It is also eminently due to Brig.-General 

R. S. Satterlee, Medical Purveyor of the Department, that a pro¬ 

per acknowledgment should be made for his kindly co-operation 

in assisting us to provide for the necessities of our soldiers ; as 

well as to Col. W. J. Sloan, Medical Director, whose humane co¬ 

operation in all matters appertaining to the interests of our sick 

and wounded soldiers was so freely and constantly afforded. 

And finally of Charles A. Stetson, his most estimable family, and 

the Astor House, I must not forget to remind you, and to return 

our thanks for their long-continued kindness. The near proxi¬ 

mity of our Rooms to the Astor impelled us at all hours of the 

day and night to call upon them for the luxuries and delicacies 

of the market, and especially on the sudden arrival of sick and 

wounded officers and men, which has been always afforded with 

an unsparing hand and a hearty will, refusing to receive in re¬ 

turn anything but our thanks. 

I have said that the labors of our Association are now formally 

brought to a close, but the sacred duties of charity still remain. 

Amid the rejoicings which have filled the national heart at the 

final success of our arms, the restoration of peace, and the eager 

return of our people to the pursuits of industry, we must not 

forget the claims of poverty and bereavement heard on every 

hand. We cannot forget the soldier's widow, his fatherless child, 

his childless parents, nor the soldier himself, broken down and 

disabled in the service of our common cause. Let us see to it 

that the debt of gratitude we owe these stricken and mourning 

children of the Republic is fully paid. Prom beneath the simple 
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and unlettered head-boards that stud the battlefields of the re¬ 

bellion, marking the resting places of its heroic defenders, there 

comes an appeal telling us, in language not to be misunderstood, 

that the work of humanity, so well begun and carried on, is not 

fully completed, until every crippled and disabled soldier shall 

have been adequately and tenderly cared for, and until every 

helpless widowed heart that has laid its dearest offering upon the 

altar of our country, shall have received such consolation and such 

relief as it is in the power of a grateful people to bestow. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank E. Howe, Superintendent. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The concise and admirable Report of our Superintendent de¬ 

tailing the results of the operations of this Association has pre¬ 

pared you for the final Report of its Treasurer. 

It has been a matter of sincere regret that Mr. S. E. Low, the 

former Treasurer, who labored with so much zeal and earnestness 

in all matters connected with the best interests of the Association, 

and to whom it is indebted for the practical business ability and 

hearty co-operation he gave to all objects promotive of its welfare, 

was obliged to resign his position, after over three years’ service, 

on account of necessary absence from the city. 

Those who have listened to the simple, truthful testimony 

which the statistics afford of the benefit and relief which the 

generous and loyal offerings of our people have enabled the Asso¬ 

ciation to dispense to our sick and wounded soldiers, will join me 

in surprise at the comparative small sum which it has cost through 

the economy and system which has marked its management. 

On July 1st, 1865, at which time the books and accounts of 
the Association were transferred to my hands, there was in 
bank a balance of.$3,969 29 

Donations from that time to the close of the Association.... 1,350 00 
Amount advanced by Treasurer. 130 06 

$5,449 35 
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The expenditures for the same period, to wit, for the months 
of June, July, August and September, have been for rent, 
salaries and current expenses.$5,449 35 

Thus closing my account for moneys received. 

This statement does not include a number of long-standing 

unpaid accounts of the Association for rent, &c., &c., which have 

been generously assumed by the U. S. Sanitary Commission to 

the amount of $7,307.04. 

In this connection the fact must not be lost sight of, that the 

Association has been greatly relieved in a pecuniary point of 

view from the location of several military agencies at its rooms, 

represented by Colonel Ilowe, through whom many expenditures 

have been met in his capacity of Military Agent, which otherwise 

would have devolved upon the Association to pay. 

I cannot close this brief summary of the official connection I 

have had the privilege of holding with this Association, without 

expressing my deep convictions of the great good that has been 

accomplished in its continued work of love and mercy, of the 

energy, unremitting labor and watchful sympathy which has 

characterized each and every department, and of the earnest, 

hearty direction and consummate ability which has marked its 

superintendence. 

Few who are not conversant with the details of an Association 

similarly established upon the basis of voluntary offerings can 

imagine the amount of unceasing anxiety which its constant de¬ 

mands beget, to meet and adequately provide for the hundreds 

of cases of suffering and need, which are confidently seeking it 

for relief, apart from the labor and watchfulness its operations 

continually impose. 

The bright record which this Association exhibits of its service 

during the rebellion, is a proper subject of rejoicing not only for 

the pains that have been assuaged, wounds that have been healed, 

sick, suffering and enfeebled that have been ministered to, but as 

a continued evidence of that sympathy and devotion to the suc¬ 

cess of the cause, and prompt, timely succor of its defenders 

which has characterized us as a people. 

M. W, COOPER, Treasurer, 



MINUTES 
OF THE 

^iual Hating of W\t Assodatiou. 

A final meeting of the members of the New England Soldiers’ 

Relief Association, was held February 12, 1866, at 57 Broadway, 

Room, No. 12, Hon. Wm. M. Evarts, President, in the Chair. 

On motion of Col. F. E. Howe, Col. J. H. Almy wras appointed 

Secretary pro tem. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Wm. M. Evarts, 

Samuel E. Low, 

IIon. Rufus E. Andrews, 

L. W. Winchester, 

Prosper M. Wetmore, 

Charles Gould, 

Henry M. Taber, 

William H. Fogg, 

Hon. B. W. Bonney, 

Maj. J. A. Pullen, 

Henry A. Coit, 

Hr. Eleazar Parmly, 

Elliot C. Cowdin, 

George Cabot Ward, 

H. Randolph Martin, 

William H. Lee, 

L. I. Howe, 

Levi P. Morton, 

Hon. Henry W. Hubbell 

Charles A. Peabody, 

JOSIAH HEDDEN, 

Rev. Alex. R, Thompson, D.D., 

R. B. Lockwood, 

Col. J. H. Almy. 

The Reports of the Superintendent, Colonel Frank E. Howe, 

and Treasurer, M. W. Cooper, were presented; after which re¬ 

marks were made by Gen. P. M. Wetmore, in which he referred 

to the early history of the Association—the great labor performed 

and beneficent results. He also alluded, in terms of high 

eulogium, to the devoted labors of the Superintendent; to his 

disinterested love and zeal, which had won the admiration of all; 

and closed by offering the following resolution, passed unani¬ 

mously : 

Resolved, That the grateful acknowledgments and high appre- 

ciation of this Association are due, and are hereby tendered to 
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Col. Frank E. Howe, for liis patriotic and humane devotion to the 

interests of the soldiers, who, disabled and suffering, were the re¬ 

cipients of his thoughtful kindness and care. 

On motion of Hon. R. F. Andrews, it was 

Resolved, That the able and comprehensive Report of the Super¬ 

intendent be accepted and adopted, and published in the leading 

New-York dailies, including those of the Hew England States, 

and also, that it be printed in pamphlet form. 

On motion of Hon. R. F. Andrews, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due and are 

hereby tendered to Hon. Wm. M. Evarts, President, for the able 

and efficient manner in which he has discharged his duties, and 

for the benefits which the Association has received from the in¬ 

fluence of his name. 

Mr. Evarts, in thanking the meeting for the honors done him, 

briefly referred to his connection with the Association, and the 

pride and satisfaction he had taken in being so honorably identi¬ 

fied with its service. In closing, Mr. Evarts pronounced the New 

England Soldiers’ Relief Association dissolved. 

J. H. ALMY, Secretary pro. tern. 
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